
“I think at this point in my career, the thing that 
I enjoy the most is working with others to solve 
problems. “ I FEEL FORTUNATE TO WORK 

WITH SOMEONE LIKE KEVIN 
BRIGHTWELL.  HE’S THE KIND OF PERSON THAT 
WOULD GIVE YOU THE SHIRT OFF HIS BACK….AND 
THEN OFFER TO MAKE YOU A SANDWICH.  I DON’T 
BELIEVE YOU CAN THINK OF KTA GROUP WITHOUT 
THINKING OF THE ROLE THAT KEVIN PLAYS IN THE 
FIRM’S SUCCESS; AND STILL HE REMAINS HUMBLE 
AND KIND TO EVERYONE.  THE KNOWLEDGE GAINED 
OVER HIS 37 YEAR CAREER GIVES HIM THE STRONG 
FOUNDATION FOR HIS CURRENT ROLE AS DIRECTOR 
OF QUALITY ASSURANCE. 

Q:  When did you decide you wanted to be an 
Engineer?  Why?
Kevin: I was in my early teens and I had an uncle 
who was an electrical engineer that went to VA Tech.  
I was always a math person, even at a young age.  
My mom, dad, uncle all decided engineering was a 
good fit for me. That became my path.

Q: What is the biggest change in the industry 
from when you began to present day?
Kevin: So much has changed.  There was hand 
drafting when I started (1983) and now it’s all com-
puter-aided.  

Q:  What do you see as the key to Work-Life 
balance?
Kevin:  For me it’s riding my bike, seeing my kids, 
going to Maine, and hanging out with my wife at our 
home.  Having stuff outside the office that you enjoy 
promotes balance.

Q: What part of your job do you enjoy the most?
Kevin: That has changed over the years.  I think at 
this point in my career, the thing that I enjoy the most 
is working with others to solve problems.   I have a 
client that I’m working with on a project we didn’t 
design and it’s becoming a challenge for them.  
You’re just there helping someone.  You see that 
help appreciated.  It’s a different type of work and 
very rewarding. 

Q: Any special/unique talents?
Kevin: My most unique talent is one I developed with 
a friend when I was younger.  I can talk like Donald 
Duck.  I don’t take requests.

Q: Name a person you look up to?
Kevin: There’s a long list.  The person I would put 
at the top would be my Mom.  She was a person 
whose standards I try to live up to in my
life. I mean that in only the best way.  She was the 
most compassionate person and had an enormous 
faith.  It drove her whole life.

Q: If you could choose a Superpower what 
would it be?
Kevin:  Flying.  Seeing the world from that 
perspective would be great, and I think flying is 
pretty cool. My wife, Kim, has these great flying 
dreams all the time, which I am jealous of.
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Q:  What is your favorite project?
Kevin:  My favorite and most rewarding was the 
Pentagon. It was the National Military Command 
Center in the Pentagon basement.  One of the most 
technically challenging projects and one of the 
most interesting buildings I’ve ever worked on.  The 
people involved were diverse and the project was 
rewarding based on how it is being used by our 
Defense Department. Nothing will compete with 
that. 

Q: Best thing you’ve ever eaten?
Kevin:  I’ve eaten a lot of stuff from all over- 
nationally and internationally. But my favorite thing is 
my mom’s fried chicken and corn pudding.  I haven’t 
had her chicken in 30 years because she stopped 
making it a long time ago (it’s not very healthy), 
but I remember it and I miss it.  She made the corn 
pudding on special occasions, like family gatherings 
and Thanksgiving.
 
Q: Favorite place you’ve travelled?
Kevin:  Saudi Arabia is my favorite place.  It was my 
first trip out of the country.  I was in a city called 
Jeddah.  My wife’s dad worked for the US Geological 
Survey in Jeddah, so we went to visit.  Culturally 
it was so different.  I hadn’t been very far from 
Richmond VA by that time, so it was a very eye-
opening experience.  Jeddah is a beautiful place, 
and the history is amazing.  We did a scuba class in 
the Red Sea- the coral and the fish and all the colors 
are amazing.  I know I’ll never get to see the Red Sea 
like that again.  It was special.

Q: What is your favorite hobby?
Kevin: Cycling is my favorite activity right now.  I 
started cycling years ago because my daughter 
wanted to do a triathlon her senior year in high 
school.  She was a swimmer and I was a runner, but 
neither of us knew anything about bikes so we got 
hybrid bikes to do the triathlon.  That was a mistake.  
I have a road bike now, which is a much better way 
to ride.

Q: Biggest Pet Peeve?
Kevin: Intolerance, probably more than anything 
else. It makes me uncomfortable.  I don’t under-
stand it. 

Q: If you were stuck on a deserted island with 
one other KTA Team member, who would you 
want that person to be?
Kevin: It would be Randy.  We’ve gotten to be good 
friends, and he knows how to make beer.  That’s all 
that you really need.

Q: What’s your favorite board game?
Kevin:  My favorite game is Cranium .  We’ve played 
it as a family so many times. It’s not a game about 
strategy or thinking, it’s just all about being creative 
and silly.


